
brief 

How might we talk about the 
ocean in ways that help us 
deepen our connection to it ?  



research 

We reviewed 16 ocean literacy reports, 6 
nature connection reports and 7 
communication toolkits. 

Our biggest takeaway ? Most of the reports 
focused on ‘what’ should be communicated as 
opposed to ‘how’ we should be communicating.  

We explored the more ‘heart focused’ 
approaches to connecting people to ocean, 
and found five common threads that form the 
basis of our approach. 

research
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W A V E S

Wisdom Awe & Wonder Viewpoint Experience Story



questions 

framework 

What traditional knowledge can we draw from ? 
Who are our elders and what can we learn from them ?

How can we use optimism & curiosity to connect to the ocean ?

Who are we speaking to & what is their view of the world ?

Can we make the interaction experiential ? 
How can we build connection through experience ?

How can we learn into stories, values, beliefs and identity to talk 
about the ocean ?

Wisdom

Awe & Wonder

Viewpoint

Experience

Story
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genesis fetch landfall energy form

This swell will travel 
thousands of miles to 
arrive at your shore

The swell begins to be 
affected by the ocean 
floor … the types of 
waves that form depend 
on the characteristics 
of the ocean floor 

The energy shifts from 
circular to elliptical

As the wave is about 
to hit the shore, 
friction is created 
causing the bottom of 
the wave to slow down 
and the top to peak 
and break

The source of the 
swell … the starting 
point



case studies 

Case Studies  

- Natalie Fox - Incorporating the WAVES framework in a comms strategy for the UN Ocean 
Decade proposal 

- We Be What We Sea - Using the WAVES questions as a reference when creating content 

- TYF - Using the WAVES framework to create a 60 minute staff training session 

- Easkey Britton - Using the WAVES questions as a checklist when designing research, 
running a project or facilitating  



Find all the research at www.weareocean.blue/OLresearch 
Find the WAVES framework at www.weareocean.blue/waves 

Any questions feel free to contact us - 

We are Ocean - hello@weareocean.blue 
Ocean Conservation Trust - helen.gowans@oceanconservationtrust.org 
Protect Blue - linzi@protect.blue

http://www.weareocean.blue/OLresearch
http://www.weareocean.blue/waves

